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A Short Time Ago Many of the Battleshipsi

Crew OF

U $ § TLORIDA

Which Will Gather Here This Week Were
Thundering Ofi the Virginia Capes—
Just What They Did and How

They Dd It Form the Sub-
ject Matter of This Story.
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WITH THE FLEFT™ AT PRACTICE.

The writer receniiyshad Lhe opportunits
of spending & week sboard the Uniled
battleship Florida while the fleet’s
progress on the

o

turgete practice wWas in
.

Southern dril ground, off the Virginia |

Caprs. Having recelved thi
permission from the Secretary of

aint Comfort,

Navy, he proceeded to Old 1
poarded the convertod yucht
taken to the fleet abou

whaor hit
Yunkton to be
forty miles al #fa
The Yankton is not the most comior
able ship of the mavy under fdeal con-
ditions, but golng to sea aboard her In
the teeih of a forty-mile gale is an ex-
perience which may consarvatively be
termid iMmpressive
Having aboard ns shipmates about fifty
paval officers anslgned to the fleet s um-
plres and observers during target prac-
tice, one was, of course. justified in ex-
pecting diversion; and one was not disap-
pointed, for among the passengers were
guite a number of officers the mijor
part ‘'of whose service at sea had been
on ships of the dreadnought olass, which
aré notably steady in the roughest sea
Yankton, however, s a samall vessel
@86 than one thougand tons' displace-
ment. When she put her nese outside the
Cuapos a racing shell could not have
pitehed and tossed more violently
It was not very long before some of
the players In the muetion bridge games,
which bad been wrrpuged on the pier at

necessary |
tha

| & beman to lose inler
nicl b olnts of

]

WwWis ovirtaken :.-.;vl the busine o Iwee
ing transferred to different ships began.
Scullng a =ea ladder In & storm offers
many surprises to the uninitinted, none
of which Is greater than the comfort of
1y mo-

finding one's sell aboard u prac
tionless ship after the nerve racking dis-
comfort of the bobbing, dripping Yank-
ton, for once aboard the Florida the joy-
ful discovery I8 made that she Is ns
steady In a storm as the public library
al 424 street and Fifth avenue.

Upon belng ushered iuto the wardroom
the landsmnn Is immediately Impressed
with the glmplicity of the lving guarters
of the ofMicera of our navy With the ex-
eeption of the dining table and chairs, sl
of the furniture is of st adequate
though unpretentious Havi been as-

e toe nejust himself to his new sur-
roundings and to ppepare for & week of
very strenuous wWork.

Calling on Captain Knapp, formally to
make your presence Known and presont
vour eredentials, is a delightful experi-
ence and rexults In your receiving ab-
rluulntr- freedom to po whersver your
fancy may direct

Viewed from the shores of the North
Tiver one {8 impressed with the size of
' a battleship like the Florlda, but If you
!w!!h to Imspect such a vessel thorougnly
you may be surprised to learn that it
| will require six hours' constant work tor
| three successive days before every part
of the ship has been visited

From shaft alley to maintop and from
stem to stern represent distances, areas

@

glgned to the hospitality of th captain | and altitudes confined within the dimen- |

of the marine detachment, whos¢ guar-
ters are to be shared, the writer gproceed-

ln[unn of this ship that could be reduced

to miles, many of them, If cne were nol

)

| to waste
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too ntorested couintless other things
time on mathematical problems,
The armament of the Florida consists
of ten 12inch nnd. sixteen &
and two 2-inch torpedo tubes. The four
t-inch guns on the bridee are for saluting
purposes only. The object of thia trip is

abserve the firing of thess guns at
I which s to begin with
the use of the B-inch guns In ropelling

wila boats at

=inch guns

v imaginary attuck by tor]
night

It ie claimed by many writers that the
romance of the saa disapeared with the
Md salling war vessal, Dut It Is impos-
sible to imagine anything more romantio
or poetle than the molern battleshlp fir-
ing at distant targets which look llke a
row of miladi's kerchiefs silhouetted
aeninst the blackness of the night by
the ravs of powerful searchlighta,
Steaming at a speed of ten knots the
diviglon of four ships in column ap=

| “Commence firlng'’ has been given from

| what she ls—a grim, determined instru-

| slve, fascinating. If one should attempt

T‘ proaches in a parallel direction the tarset!
| yaft, abont two miles distant, which is
! pelng towed on the “starboard hand” by
a tug at a speed of five knots. When in
the proper pogition the last ship of the
' divislon sheers to starboard and continues
its speed, while the three other ships re-
duce thelr speed to five knots.
| The firing ship approaches the range,
which 18 considered to have been entered |
when the turgets bear 17l degrees for- |
ward of the starboard beam. The range |
, being only 2000 yards, the firing ship
| comes up between the target and the re-
mainder of the division. The attention
of every one Is concentrated on both the
ship and the target.
| Having entered the range, four red slg-
| nel lights are flashed and a short blast of
the whistle Indlcates that the order

the bridge. Therc is a sudden flash of |
a lurid silver hue that seems to #pill out
of the muzsle of the gun, and almost in-
stantly a cloud of white spume and spray
rises, mountain-high, In the rear of the
target. |

If your binoculars are ggpd and you
ars not too exeited, you will obgerve a
tiny hole in the canvas screen which has
besn the objective of the gun-pointer, for
a hit is scored.

The leading ships of the division having
roduced their apeed, the firing ship grad-
vally overtakes them, and as she passes
\ pleture is presented that defles ade-
quate description. Bilhouetted agalnst
the heams of her own searchlights
of many thousand candle power, this
gray-bodied monster seems to be exactly

ment of death. The plcture s impres-

to deplet on canvas a grapbic Impres-
sion of this inspiring scene, it is quite
possible that such a picture would be
considered ridiculously [mpressionistie.
|

THE TURN OF THE NEXT SHIP.

Having flred the required number of

shots for that run, the firing ship turns
| to starboard and goes nearer the tar-
| gets, so that the umpires and spotters
| may observe at shorter range the results
of the firing, This having been done, It
takes its posltion at the head of the
| column, the targets are repalred, and new
) sereens stretched on the booms by repalr
parties, in the small Boats that are towed
by tug, about thres liundred yards astern
|of the targets. The necessury repairs
completed, the towing ship signals that
lall 18 In readiness for tha next rum,
| which happens to be the ship the writer
18 on.

Approaching the range indlcated for
the preceding ship, the lgn, occupled
by the captain and navigating officer, 18
an itercsting epot, Beginning well astern

| of the target, the ¢ ptaln will frequently
be heard to command “Stand by.” Afte:
an interval of a few seconds lie further
| cormmands “Report.”” The quartermaster, |
| reading the mpass, reports the hearing
| which Indicates the number of degrecs
sthe target may be forward of the beam
| Simultancously an oficer at the range
| finder reports with absolute accuracy the
! number of yards of open water between |
the ship and the target raft. By adjust-
ing his course with these data as a guide
the ship = brought into the exact post-!
tlon defined by regulations as the begin- |
ning of the range ln the mean time the
| tirgets | boon  plcked up by the
| gosrellighits, and one is inelined to feel
somewhat s for thelr seeming white
innocencs in view of what will soon

s

happen to them

WITH THE RANGE FINDERS.

As the last reading of the range finder
and compiss Indleates that the abip will
woon be on the range, and desiring to ob-
swerve the tiring from as muny points of
view az possible, we |  the bridge and

rry to the forward B-Inch gun In the
' wardroom. There the crew (all interasted

and  determi young Americans) s In
readiness tor the command “‘Toad.”
on elther side of

The gun pointers, one
the gun, have th foircheads pressed
t th ruliber hood of thelr tele-
gen sights, securely fastened in the
glase field of which {8 a vertical hidr Uue, ,
intersected at the exact centre by a slmi-
lar line on a horizontal plane. The
| pointer on the left of the gun, by turning
I-'\'.-: brass wheels, contrals the elevation
lof the muzale. The pointer on the right,
|by a similar procesg, controls the move-
memt of the muzzle to the right or left.
Alttached to the grip of the controlling
dovice operated by the pointer responsible
{or elevation there is un electrie button,
and when the Intersecting point of the
two hair lines of the sight Is centred on
the turget the button is pressed and the
gun 15 ilred.
| The rango s transmitted by telephone
from the spotter or range finder up on
deck to the sight setter, who is one of
the gun's crew. On a*dlal immediately 4n
front of hjs position are Indicated the
varlous runges. The range being com-
municated to him, the sight ls set fo
correspond. At the command “Load!"
the crew, which has been standing at
statue-like attention, movas with Mlght-
ning rapldity. The breech s thrown
open, and with admirable accuracy a
shell is thrust home, followed immedlate-
Iy by a brass powder cane, It seema as if
the hands of the man handling this pow-
der case would surely be crushed by the
breech block, which seemingly Is moving
home with as great rapidity as does the
powder case, Team work and drill, how-
evar, seem to have overdome this possl-
bility.

There s a blinding flash and roar and
the gun darts back. One thinks that the
bolts holding it to its platform on the
deck will surely give under the strain.
The recoll Is terrifying, yet the interval of
time beitween the discharge of the gun
and before it is again "in batiery" is but
a minute fraction of a second. The
breech is flung open onhce more, and

| ship 18 on the range and all i8 in r

Iﬂml ship opened fre. He

Sharpen Their Eyesight

upon hearing the exclamations of the obe
gervers around the gun the crew knows
it has made a hit. Sights are corrected,
for the ship Is moving at ten knots, ang,
the proeedure is repeated,

As the gun {8 belng loaded for the third
time it becomes apparent that there iy
gome difficulty in getting the shell home.
A rammer {8 brought Into play, and an
effort is made to force the shell (nto its
proper place in the breech. This Is soon
discovered to be Impogsible. Something
Is wrong. It I8 a crucial moment, as
every second of time counts, and unless
the gun pointers of that crew score the
required number of hits within a given
time they tall to qualify for their rating,
thereby losing the $10 a month extra pay
which would otherwise be allowed them,

Althougli time |8 pressing and every
member of the crew {8 allve with anxfety
to fire the string of shots there la no
confusion or excitement. The splendia
discipline and training of the crew as-
sert themselves, and only such men aa
may have duties in connection with a
Jjammed shell move from thelr allotted
positions. The excitement g confined to
the umpires and ohservers, who reallze
that the preclous seconds are rapidly be-
Ing ticked off and the ship is moving out
of range.

“CUP” PUT GUN OUT OF ACTION.

The hopelessness of the case is at last
conceded and the gun is declared out of
action. The muzzle I8 elevited to its ex
treme helght alongside the ship and the
proper Instrument {nserted in the mugzzls
and the jninmed shell ejected. It Ia dis-
covered that an accldent never befors
known in the history of the navy has oc-
curred. Upon removing the shell 1t was
found that the mouth cup of the powder
case used In the previous discharge did
rot leave the gun, but jammed in the bore.
This, of course, reduced the slge of the
bore to such an extent that when the noext
ghell was Inserted it Jammed, as has boen
described. It Is the discovery of such de-
fects am this in ammunitlon and egquip-
ment whish |z one of the objects of tur.
get practice.

Tt was mors than impressive to note the
splendid salf-control exercised by the in-
dividual members of this gun crew In this
very trying situation, for according o
regulations they would not have ancther
opportunity to fire another string by
which they may earn their qualification
Thnough the fault was not their own, the
must philosophically accept the result o
“a rub of the green.”

The first run of our ship heing ovar, wa
take our place at the head of the column,
there to observe the firing of the two e
maining ships and awalt our turn to fire
the remaining B-Inch guns in the stars
board battery.

ANOTHER LURID BLAST.
Taking a position directly above Lut in
the rear of the flret gun to be fired on
the next run, one may be prépared for
gtrange and thrilling sensations. Signals
from the bridge have Indlcated that tue

neps to commence firing. Th
Wackfhess of the night Is tor
the same lurid blust observe

the explosion, one is rather startle] LY
the sudden hot rush of air which causes
you to blink and gasp for breath, thougl
you may have been determined to follow
that shot in its Alght to the targe!

Adjusting yourself to the shool nd
pgain picking up the target with our
binoculars, you see again a tiny hole (n

the gcreen and & mountaln of white fosm
behind the target raft. Bhots follow in

rapld successlon, and you make tic dig L

rovery that attached to each

burning tracer, or fuse, which Is used g
night firlog In order that the flight of
tha shell may be followed by the ceye
This sputtering, reddish light seems to
float gracefully through the alr and fifas
appear behind the target. and wh n one
has learned whers to look for it next It
s Adiscovered secmingly miles ln the aif
and appears to be moving so slowly thnt
it might be mistaken for a star, Ll
upon being watched closely it resombies
more nearly a toy balloon and secms 10
be just as innocent. The disappearing
shell makes a roar lke escaping sieank
which continues for many secunds affer
the discharge of the gun,

At the completion of this run the firing
of our ship for that night is over. Bul
the pyrotechnic dlsplay occasioned by the
firing of the other ships is too fas Inating
to leava until the entire division has com+
pleted its practice for that night.

The procadure the next night for the
port gung ls practically the sama, thougs
it= repetition loses none of its welrd "‘"‘H'.
nation, even for sen'or officers who have
witnessed {t many times.

IN THE S8HIP'S SICK BAY.

Having had two decidedly strenuodl
nights of hard work occasloned b thet
firing of the G-lnch guns, he ship'®
company has nothing but ro + duthes
to occupy Iit¢ mind and time whil¥
In preparation for the day firing of the
12-inch guns in the turrets, Whik 1ying’
lelsurely at anchor, an opportunit 1s of
ferod to continue your temporarily Su¥
pendod trip of exploration. The elok bar
s visited, Efflclency of equipment and’
personnel Is obvious. From tho construcs
tion of the Isolation room for contuglots
diseases to a most Interesting olectrié
probe (which, when used in locating A
bullet in @ wound, indicates in the tel”
phone receiver-like ear plece at ched W
the surgeon's head by a resounding cll*ﬂ_
that the bullet has been touched), B
genulty and application are apparent

The engine room, with Its turbines, and
the fire room, with Its boilers, undef
which may be burned elther coal of ol
could be made the subject of o stof¥
itself. The storerooms, containing I-M"'_
sands of different items of supplies sodf
equipment for which the the paymaster &
responsible, suggest a wonderZully Wel
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